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A study on Ethical Role of Community Policing

Hwang Taek-joo

{Abstract)
This study examines ethical role of policing, based upon responsibiity of domocratism and its relationships community
development along with policy accountability and obligation. The challenge for the community policing today and into 21st

century must be find creative way to help communities help themselves in ideal democralic society.

Democracy, the effectual and fittest model that elevates quality of life, expects us to give up inveterate ritualism and uncon-
ditional authority and develop rational freedom and equality in social justice We can emphasise the development of communi-
ty as a basic organization of domocratism. This will enable people to nave a we ness of belonging and unification within the
small territory, the basis of source of society. As a social subsystem, community is a social smali system, the major subsystem
of which are economy, politics, administration, education, religion, family and so on. Fach of these subsystem, in turn, is com-
posed of variety of social or association groups. Finally individual becomes a part of these group, and hence a number of
larger social systems, by taking activity attached to these processes. And thus. community includes a composite of process in
social system. As a process. community refers to the place where people maintain their home, earn their livings, and carry on
most of ther life activities, At least three major elements are necessary for the definition of community : geographic area,
social interaction, and common te. In short, a community consists of persons who are in social interaction within a territorial

area, having one or more additional psyhocultural common ties.

In brief, community development makes it a principle to foster the growth of communal living with democratical quality of
life. However, the community, as small-scale society having only poor resources, is to nation what part is to whole. Therefore,
it is impossible for the community to maintain and develop itself in its own way without the participation, intervention, and the
support of the police; the community policing is indispensable for community development. The emphasis in many country
began to shift from crime fighting to crime prevention. The public wants the police to be proactive; residents want police to
Iry to prevent crime in addition to apprehending crimals after a crime has been committed. In other words, where traditionally
policing has been reactive, responding to calls for service, the trend is for policing to be proactive, anticipating problems and
seeking solutions to these problems. Community refers to the specific geographic are served by a police department or law
enforcement agency and the indwiduals, organization and agencies within that area. And it also refers to a sense of integra-
tion, a sense of shared values and a sense oOf weness.

The challenge of community policing is to move from theories about using problem-solving techniques to reduce crime and
violence to actual service implementation. Articulating the purpose for the police’ s existence help their community members 1o

tocus on the same goal and determine how to accomplish their purpose.
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The police are a distinct subgroup in their community, They have tremendous power over the residents they serve and pro-
tect. in cther hand, they may face a life-threatening situation at any time. Therefore, they experience situations others wouid
not be likely to understand. As a result, they have developed their own subculture or value system. the police subculture has
been charracterized as including a loss of innocence, cynicism, isolation and a constricted and inappropriate affect. People
always expect the police to help them whenever they have a problem or whenever someone else is causing a problem. But a
police officer may be said 1o exercise discretion whenever effective limits on his, her or its power leave the officer free to
make choices among possible courses of action or inaction. Increasingly, police officers are being trusted to use good judg-
ment on the street in everyday enforcement activities while being subjected to ever-fewer limits and restricting rules. With power
and the authority to use force comes the responsibility to use that power and force not only legally, but also ethically. A spe-
cial code of police’s ethics is required for the police because they are entiled to use coercive force, and o lie and otherwise
to deceive others in the course of their duties. In fact, policing has so many gray areas that providing clear-cut ethical guide-
line is impossible.

There are three questions can be used as personal ethics checks : Is it legal? Is it balanced? and, How wili it make me
feel about myself? In addition to puting “Police Code” in Korea and “Police Code of Conduct” of International Association of
Chiefs of Polide,1990. And this study shows that Community Policing should role as ethical Kind service, transparent coordina-
tion, and capable facilitation.

What's more important, The transition to the new sustainable development paradigm wil have to start by painting a new
reality for people in the community society, because the reaiity they have been ‘given’is not their own; it has been socially
and politically constructed outside their own realty, and it has been mostly controlled and manipulated to the poor of the
word's detriment and disadvantage. This, because greater participation of the civil society in sustainable development is a

‘political/power’ and not an ethical/technical’ issue.

It is widely accepted in many parts of the world that the future lies in community policing. Yet, it is apparent that there is
a lack of any coherent definition. Community policing - that form of government through narrowly defined geographic com-
munity which is concerned with the provision of security - is likely to be dominant. As the matter of fact, the diverse commu-
nities are visible not just in the locality but also at the global level. Only the most native of them would conceive contempo-
rary community as the embodiment of homogeneous structure and common sentiments. Yet, the discursive thrust of communi-
ty policing is oriented towards the reconstitution of collective and consensual communities. Like tourism and heritage, commu-
nity policing is preoccupied with the reconstruction of nostalgia. But it is also true that we must And that police have not yet
assimilated the philosophy of community policing into their routine thinking. But it is also true that we must concur with the
view that public peace is not kept by the police but by informal networks of voluntary control localed with communities.

Finally, that is, the basic requirement for efficient, effective, community policy is & true and meaningful partnership between
the police and their residents. Only when such an collective partnership exists can the police perform their tasks as service

providers and occasional law enforcement.
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